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2012 Youth Activist Camp- July 26-30th –Kerrville, TX

All applications due May 11th to Gabi Padilla, Gabriel@texasgsa.org
What Is Youth Activism Camp?

The Texas GSA Activist Camp is a youth-planned and youth-led event where you will spend an awesome 4 days with other GSA leaders and youth activists from across Texas.  At Camp you will:

· Meet new friends!

· Learn about where Texas stands in the fight for justice and equality, what role the Statewide Network plays, and what you can do to become part of the change!

· Bring back skills to your GSA, school, and/or community

· Attend interactive workshops, activities and discussions including: 

· Community & Coalition Building

· Political Education

· GSA Leadership

· Queer People of Color History

· Know Your Rights

· And more!!!

· Enjoy fun activities including a talent show, dance night, and time outdoors on a beautiful campground

What Youth Activism Camp Is Not:

Youth Activism Camp is not simply a social summer camp or a place to “hook up”.  If you are accepted to Camp, it is because we see outstanding potential in you to become a GSA youth activist.  You will be expected to participate fully, attend all workshops, learn, focus and in your down time, have a blast!

Who Can Apply?

All LGBTQ and straight-ally youth can apply. Priority is given to youth who will be underclassmen in high school GSAs next year, or underclassmen ready to start a GSA club in their school or community in the next year.  Youth of color, trans youth, low-income youth, and youth with disabilities are especially encouraged to apply.  

How Much Does Camp Cost?

Camp costs $250, but scholarships are available for all who request them.  NO ONE WILL BE TURNED AWAY FOR LACK OF FUNDS.
Please fill out the below information as completely as possible:
Legal First Name (Please note if you would prefer this name only be used in case of emergency),: ________________________________________________________

Legal Last Name: ________________________________________________________

Name you prefer to be called: _______________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________

State: _____________    Zip: ______________________

Email: ___________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________

Do we need to be discreet when contacting you by phone?     NO           YES 

If yes, how should we introduce ourselves to the person who may pick up the phone?

________________________________________________________________________

How will you get to camp?   (Camp is at a retreat center outside of Kerville, TX)

· parent/guardian                or

· own car 

· bus 

· train 

· other (please specify) ________________________________________________        

Are you able to pay the cost of your own travel to camp, or do you need assistance?  

___________________

Name of school you attend: _________________________________________________ 

Name of GSA or LGBTQ-related club (if your school currently has one):  

_________________________________________________ 

Are you an officer in your GSA or LGBTQ-related club?  If so, what is your position?   

____________________________________________________________
Current Age: _____________
Preferred Gender Pronouns (Mark all that apply):  

∆ They/Them    ∆ Ze/Hir    ∆  She/Her    ∆  He/Him    ∆  Other:__________
Year in School (for 2011-2012 year): _________________________________________

List any dietary restrictions (vegan/vegetarian, food allergies/intolerances, etc.):

  _______________________________________________________________________        

________________________________________________________________________

If you require any disability accommodations, please tell us your needs:  

_______________________________________________________________________        

________________________________________________________________________
Texas GSA Network strives for diversity in all aspects of its programs. The following three questions are optional but are very important to us: 

Race/Ethnicity: __________________ Sexual Orientation: __________________
Gender (Mark all that apply): ∆ Gender Nonconforming
∆ Transgender
    ∆ Male       ∆ Female   ∆  Other: ______________

Have you taken the Texas School Climate Survey yet?

∆Yes   ∆No

If not, please do so by following this link:

tinyurl.com/7w73tdh

Please answer all of the following questions in no more than 2-3 pages (use additional pages as needed).  You may also opt to complete this application over the phone. If you would prefer to complete the application by interview, please contact gabriel@texasgsa.org.   

1. Describe your GSA experience and how it has been meaningful to you. 

2. Describe some of the leadership, organizing, and/or activism experience 

you've had, other than through your GSA. 

3. What does youth leadership mean to you? 

4. What motivates you to be an activist? 

5. Share some ways that racism, classism, sexism, and other oppressions 

have affected you and your activism. 

6. What vision do you have for the future of Texas’s fight for equality and your own school's GSA? 

7. What do you hope to get out of the GSA Activist Camp? 

8. What would you contribute to the GSA Activist Camp? 

9. Do you have any questions, concerns, or additional comments that you would like to bring to the attention of the Texas GSA Network


All applications due May 11th to Gabi Padilla, Gabriel@texasgsa.org. 
You may also mail your application to:

Texas GSA Network

909 E. 49 ½ Street

Austin, TX  78751

Do not hesitate to contact Gabi if you have any questions or would like to complete this application over the phone.
This section MUST be completed by parent/legal guardian to consider your application:





The youth named on this application has my permission to attend Texas GSA Network’s Youth Activism Camp if selected.





_____________________________________________________________________(parent/guardian signature)				(phone or email address)





The amount my family can pay for Camp is:





( $0 – Please complete the attached scholarship application


( $250	( $200	( $150	( $100	( $50		





If applying by email, your parent/guardian must email the information above from their own account with your name in the subject line.








